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Results

There were 251 valid responses to the in-person surveys, 
and 60 valid responses to the online surveys for a total of 
311 participants. 

Student Past Experience Results:

• 286 out of 311 participants or 92.0% had used at least 
one e-textbook for a class in college. 

Student Preference by Age Groups:

• Students were asked how they felt about the 
statement: “I prefer electronic textbooks over print 
textbooks”.

• In the 18-24 years old category, 37.5% of students 
strongly disagreed with the statement, 42.7% of 
students disagreed, 12.5% of students agreed, and 
7.3% of students strongly agreed.

• In the over 24 years old category, 31.1% strongly 
disagreed, 44.3% disagreed, 8.2% agreed, and 16.4% 
strongly agreed.

Figure 1. Students Disagree When Asked if They Prefer E-textbooks.

Student Past Experience by Age Groups:

• In the 18-24 years old category, 5.2% of the students 
had no experience with e-textbooks, 66.2% had used 1-
5 e-textbooks, 20.3% had used 6-10 e-textbooks, and 
8.2% had used 11 or more e-textbooks. 

• In the over 24 years old category, 6.7% had no 
experience with e-textbooks, 50.0% had used 1-5 e-
textbooks, 33.3% had used 6-10 e-textbooks, and 
10.0% had used 11 or more e-textbooks.

Figure 2. Students Have Past Experience with E-textbooks Regardless of Age.

Logistic Regression:

• The significance level for past experience was 0.002, so 
it was a statistically significant factor for preference. 

• The significance level for age was 0.806, so it was not a 
statistically significant factor for preference.

• The odds ratio for past experience showed that 
increasing the student’s past experience made it 1.8 
times more likely for the student to prefer e-textbooks. 

Conclusions
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Introduction
Significance:

• Study showed 92.0% of students had used e-textbooks 
for a class. 

• Study found 76.5% of the 311 students preferred print 
textbooks which is consistent with the findings of a 
previous study. Mizrachi et al. (2018) reported in their 
study 78.4% of the 10,293 respondents preferred the 
print format for a textbook.

• The study found no statistically significant relationship 
between age and preference; however, data showed a 
negative association.

• The study found a statistically significant relationship 
between past experience and preference. With 
increased e-textbook past experience, student 
preference for e-textbooks increased.

Limitations:

• Limited to one undergraduate university.

• Single semester of data collection.

Suggestions for Future Research:

• What are specific concerns students have with e-
textbook options?

• Will varied past experiences with e-textbook options 
significantly impact preference?
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Materials:

• The MSSU Student Preference for Learning Resource survey consisted of 17 
questions and was distributed to students to collect data.

Data Collection Technique:

• Fourteen classes were selected using two multistage cluster samples. The first 
multistage cluster included lower division general education classes. The 
second multistage cluster included upper division classes.

• Ten online classes were chosen by random selection.

• The survey was distributed face-to-face in the fourteen selected classes and 
distributed electronically for the ten online classes.

• The survey was distributed to twenty-four total classes in the Spring semester 
of 2019.

Age Groups:

• Student self-reported age was classified into two age groups: 18-24 years old 
and over 24 years old. 

Data Analysis:

• Logistic regression was used to evaluate whether participant age or 
participant past experience influenced the participant’s learning resource 
preference. 

A multiyear survey conducted by deNoyelles and Raible (2017) reported that 
66% percent of students in 2016 had used an e-textbook in class compared to 
42% percent in 2012. Since e-textbook usage is increasing, this study looks at 
factors that influence student preference for e-textbooks.

Purpose:

• The purpose of this survey study was to see if student preferences for e-
textbook options differed between age groups based on previous experience. 

Research Questions:

• Is student age associated with a student’s learning resource preference?

• Is student past experience with e-reading technology associated with a 
student’s learning resource preference? 

Hypotheses:
• Ha1 = As a person’s age increases, their preference for e-textbook options        

decreases.
• H10 = There is no relationship between age and preference.
• Ha2 = As a person’s experience with e-textbook options increases, their                                 

preference for e-textbook options increases.
• H20 = There is no relationship between past experience and preference.

Materials and Methods
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